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“I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” by Maya Angelou

An autobiography is a person’s own account of his or her life.  Usually in an autobiography, a writer uses the first-person pronoun “I” to write about his or her experiences.  Unlike biography, autobiography provides you with information about the subject from the subject’s point of view.

Please answer each of the following questions in complete sentences. (10 pts. each)
1. What was the formal name of the store Maya Angelou's grandmother owned?

2. What obsession nearly drove Maya mad?

3. How old was Maya when she left Arkansas for good?

4. Who was considered the "aristocrat of Black Stamps"?

5. What does Maya's new friend encourage her to do more of in school?

6. What is Maya served at her new friend's house?

7. What does Mrs. Flowers tell Marguerite as the first of her "lessons in living"?

8. What does Mrs. Flowers want Marguerite to do with the book of poems she gives her?

9. What does Mrs. Flowers' making cookies and reading to Marguerite prove to Marguerite?

10. What is an autobiography?

