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“The American Dream” by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

A persuasive essay is a short nonfiction composition in which a writer presents his or her views in order to convince you to accept their opinions or to act in a certain way.  Since you may not share the writer’s opinion, the writer usually offers arguments, or reasons, to support their position.

Please answer all of the following questions in complete sentences (10 pts. each)

1.  According to Dr. King, what historic document reveals “the American dream”?

2.  What is the significance of the lines Dr. King recites from this document?

3.  What does Dr. King think will happen if the United States continues to exploit minority groups?

4.  Dr. King talks about the impact of rapid travel on the world.  What does he say has been a result of this ability to travel?

5.  According to Dr. King, what is the difference between a neighborhood and a brotherhood?

6.  What does Dr. King think must be done if the American dream is to become a reality?

7.  Where did Dr. King deliver his famous “I Have a Dream” speech”?

8.  What prize was Dr. King awarded in 1964?

9.  What did Dr. King’s father and grandfather do for a living?

10. Where and when was Dr. King shot and killed?
