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"The Trouble with Television" by Robert MacNeil

A persuasive essay is a short nonfiction composition in which a writer presents his or her views in order to convince you to accept the author's opinion or to act a certain way.  Since you may not share the writer's opinion, the writer usually offers arguments, or reasons, to support the position.

Answer all of the following questions in complete sentences. (14.3 pts. each)

1. When the average viewer reaches the age of twenty, how many hours of television has he or she watched?

2. What does MacNeil claim you could learn in 10,000 hours?

3. According to MacNeil, what is the major trouble with television?

4. According to MacNeil, what does television operate on the appeal to?

5. What action is MacNeil trying to persuade you to take?

6. How do you think television could be improved?

7. What is a persuasive essay?

