“January”

by John Updike

Page 576 (old) page 839 (new)

Complete sentences provided by Mr. Dahlin, just fill in the blanks. (There are only a few like this left!)

1. How does the poet describe the sun? 

The poet describes the sun as a _____________________________.

2. What happens to the milk bottles?  Why does this happen?

The milk bottles _________________. This happens because ________________________________.

3. How is the image of the river delicate?

The image of the river is delicate because ________________________________________________.

4. How does the poet describe the sky?

The poet describes the sky as _____________________.

5. What sound fills the air at the poem’s end?

The sound that fills the air at the poem’s end is the _________________________________________.

6. Interpret line 4 (“dark and dark”).

Line 4, “dark and dark” refers to ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

7. Why do the trees appear to be made of “lace”?

The trees appear to be made of “lace” because _____________________________________________.

8. Why did the poet use such short lines?

The poet uses such short lines because ___________________________________________________.

9. What is the rhyme scheme for all four stanzas of “January”?

The rhyme scheme for all four stanzas of “January” is ____________________.

10. Do you prefer the version of “January” in the old textbook or the new textbook? Why?

I prefer the version of “January” in the (old, new) textbook because ___________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

